
The Total War is when a country uses all the resources to protect itself 
from the external threats and to win the war. During the process, all the 
civilians are expected to sacrifice their private needs, and commit 
themselves to the “spirit of National…justice”.  This principle applies to 
everyone, regardless of the class, the economic wealth or the occupations. 
The people equally share the “burden”. In addition, all the luxuries and 
entertainments that hinder the war effort are dismissed, to maximize the 
country’s strength to win the war. However, the government encourages 
the amusements that support the war spirit, such as cinema and sports.  To 
conclude, the government controls all the aspects of an individual’s life 
during the Total War. 

 Total War is defined as a war that involved all German individual in 
the war, to achieve victory for their nation. To achieve success in the war, 
every individual, from rich to poor and  men to women had to contribute. 
To ensure that everyone was giving full effort in the war, bars and clubs 
were to be closed, along with luxury stores and spas. In this way, more 
labor and electricity could be spent on armaments industry. Everything 
was done for the German victory. Women were also encouraged to work, 
and “fill the spot left by men” who left for the front. People needed to 
“operate quickly, not only thoroughly.” Total war has become a “matter of 
the entire German people,” and by including everyone in the war, they 
would be able to “lead to the goal of victory.” Not only contributing the 
war, but sacrificing personal interest was important, and individual 
Germans had to take national interests over personal interests. 

 Total war is when there is an enormous danger and all human and 
material resources available to a nation are directed towards the war 
effort. None is wasted: all is used “quickly and thoroughly.” There is 
“community thinking,” so that everyone makes equal and great sacrifices, 
obeys the leader unconditionally, and finds “deepest satisfaction in work 
and battle” instead of in entertainment and revelry, which are contrary to 
the “community thinking.” The goal, victory, is more important than the 
means to it. Once it has been achieved, the rewards are great. 

 Every action taken by the German people must be for the support of 
the war. Luxuries like beauty, vacation, entertainment and gourmet foods 
must be eliminated. The people must COLLECTIVELY make PERSONAL 
sacrifices. “One moral law stands above everything for each of us: to do 
nothing that harms the war effort, and to do everything that brings 
victory nearer.” No one can escape this law – the German people must 
conform to a communal standard of living that brings all citizens to the 
same level. “No one resists even the heaviest burdens of war.” Germany 
demands support from the rest of Europe, because “the future of Europe 
hangs on our success in the East.” 



 

Total war is the collective determination and agreement among the 
majority of a nation’s people to protect their own nation from prospective 
danger. It embraces the ultimate goal of emerging successful and 
victorious as a nation; to do so, all citizens of a nation are required to make 
sacrifices in their everyday lives. The government’s radical measures drawn 
limit the new entertainment opportunities available, as well as the food 
and fashion choices present, as the “choice is to give up what we love, or 
lose everything”. Men’s place during total war is on the battlefields or in 
industries relating to armaments or the support of the nation’s emergence 
as successful, while the women’s place is in the home, closely tied to  her 
responsibility to protect her children. A country will make use of its “full 
resources, as quickly and thoroughly as possible”, and will demand all its 
citizens’ contribution “down to her hour”, in order to reach the collective 
determination to win the battle.   

Total war is an effort to protect everything by utilizing every possible 
resource. All classes are affected, and every single individual must 
volunteer to sacrifice their standard of living, living a Spartan lifestyle for 
national victory. Everyone, from soldiers to their wives, must create a 
willing river of volunteers supporting the war effort, closing every industry 
that is irrelevant to winning the war.  

Total War is the determination to use all resources and all labor to support 
war efforts. Everyone must do his duty, whether by choice or forced. The 
goal is to free soldiers for the front and to free workers for the armaments 
industry. The government will set the broad guidelines but it is the job of 
the working people to do nothing that harms war efforts, and to do 
everything that supports them. All aspects of life will be focused on war 
efforts and it is necessary to make any sacrifice, if it leads to victory.   

Total war is using “all [their] resources to protect everything [they] will 
need in the future”, and it is important to use them as “quickly and 
thoroughly as it is organizationally and practically possible. The only thing 
important in Total War, is the victory and other “unnecessary concern[s] 
[are] wholly out of place” and it is not important if the methods are “good 
or bad, but whether they are successful”. The entire population of the 
country must be involved in the war effort during Total War, class 
standing becomes unimportant, and the rich and poor “share the burdens 
equally”. Since the population as a whole is involved in Total War, “the 
individual may have to make great sacrifices”, however, theses sacrifices 
are “tiny when compared to the sacrifices he would have to make if his 
refusal brought down on [them] the greatest national disaster”. During 
Total War it is necessary to impose a series of measure that “maintain 
moral at home and at the front”, these measures include the closing of bars 
and nightclubs, luxury restaurants and luxury stores. These are not 
necessary during the war, and only “use electricity, heating and human 
labor that is lacking everywhere else, especially in the armaments 
industry”. 



 

 Total War is when a nation is mobilized for war in every aspect; 
socially, economically, and politically. All activities in the nation are 
expected to contribute to the war effort and if they do not in any way, are 
prohibited from taking place. In this way, personal activities and opinions 
are repressed and the living standard is lowered significantly. However in a 
total war, citizens are indoctrinated to believe that the war is a matter of 
their nations survival, and thus readily comply to the sacrifices which they 
must make. In this way, total war effectively justifies war and any citizen 
who does not follow the course of the war, does is not a part of the nation. 

The nation must use her full resources as quickly, thoroughly and with  
organization as possible. If the state losses, all will perish; the state and her 
leadership are determined to undergo the most radical measures to escape 
this peril. The people are willing to bear any burden, cross any hardship, 
make any sacrifice as long as it leads to victory, the greatest goal. “The 
homeland must stay pure and intact in its entirety. Nothing may disturb 
the picture.” During the war, “fight and let fight”. War is not a time of 
amusement, the public must take its satisfaction into work and battle. 
However cultural and spiritual institutions serving the public will grow to 
favor the war moral of the working and fighting people. “The government 
can only set the broad guidelines. To give life to those guidelines is the job 
of the working people…” The aim is not to structurally reform the 
economy, but to win the war as quickly as possible. Moral will remain 
unbroken, unshaken in the changing fortunes of war.  

In total war individuals from different social backgrounds, both women 
and men, unite to achieve national victory through “superhuman 
sacrifices” such as “shedding…valuable national blood”. The nation uses all 
methods, good or bad, to achieve victory, where the end justifies the 
means. Food and free time are unaffordable luxuries.    

 Total war is the action where the nation’s people as a whole must 
sacrifice their “comforts” in order to work together and defeat the war.  
Things such as clubs, bars, luxury restaurants and stores, beauty salons and 
other forms of entertainment are to be closed so that people concentrate 
on the war. Also people are to be used more efficiently, meaning that 
people who do not fully work in offices are to be “transferred to war 
production and replace other men for service at the front. Everyone must 
learn to pay heed to war morale, and pay attention to the just demands of 
working and fighting people.” No class and sex has priority over the other, 
there is no discrimination between classes, everyone is to work together in 
order to win the war. However, for the success of total war the 
government needs people to also “volunteer”. 



 

Total War is when the people have no rights to ignore the war and must 
obey or contribute to their nation in ways such as economically, politically 
and socially. People are usually expected to toil without luxuries such as 
night clubs until the war ends. The nation usually indoctrinates their 
people to believe in their own nation. In this way, people become more 
diligent and patriotic towards their nation which leads to less people going 
to amusement parks. Therefore, Total war is a concept that is used by 
nations who were putted in the desperate position where winning the war 
is their only means of survival.   

 TOTAL WAR IS WHERE A COUNTRY WILL GO THROUGH ANY 
MEANS TO WIN THE WAR AS FAST AND AS THOROUGHLY AS 
POSSIBLE: “THE PEOPLE ARE WILLING TO BEAR ANY BUDEN, EVEN 
THE HEAVIEST, TO MAKE ANY SACRIFICE, IF IT LEADS TO THE GREAT 
GOAL OF VICOTRY.” ALL THE PEOPLE MUST WORK TOGETHER TO 
OBTAIN THE VICTORY, AND NOT ONE PERSON CAN ESCAPE THE WAR 
AND THE BURDENS, BECAUSE THEY MUST BE SHARED AMONG 
EVERYONE. THE ENTIRE POPULATION WILL BE FOCUSED ON ONLY 
ONE THING: THE WAR. THERE WILL BE NO TIME FOR LUXURY 
(WHICH IS JUST A WASTE OF TIME, ENERGY, AND POTENCIAL ARMY 
WORKERS), BECAUSE NO ONE SHOULD HAVE THE TIME AND ENERGY 
IF THEY ARE WORKING TO THEIR FULL POTENCIAL FOR THE WAR-THE 
MOST IMPORTANT THING. IN TOTAL WAR THE FOCUS IS ON THE 
CONSEQUENCES, BECAUSE THE ONLY WAY TO OBTAIN THE VICTORY IS 
THROUGH SACRIFICE IN THE ECONOMY, LIVING CONDITIONS, AND 
LIFESTYLE, BUT AFTER THEY WIN THE WAR THROUGH THIS SACRIFICE, 
THEY WILL GET THEIR COMFORTS BACK AGAIN. “WE WILL BUILD UP 
THAT WHICH WE ARE NOW ELIMINATING, MORE GENEROUSLY  AND 
MORE BEAUTIFULLY, AND THE STATE WILL LEND ITS HAND.” THEY 
BELIEVE THAT THEY WILL DO NOTHING TO HARM THE WAR EFFORT, 
AND DO EVERYTHING THAT BRINGS THE VICTORY NEARER. 

 Total War is the when the people of the nation, of all classes, both 
men and women, come together to fight in the war. The sacrifices will be 
made, but the outcome will be even greater. “Those who do not 
understand that by themselves must be taught to understand”. The 
entertainment will be decreased till Germany has reached victory. 
Government will help on the sideline, but it is the duty of the people to 
“volunteer”. Total war is the just the necessities, done quickly and 
thoroughly for Germany to receive victory. 

 

 


